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Teaching Grammar: Common 
Mistakes (Part 1)

Learn how to avoid common mistakes when teaching grammar.

by Mohamed Ali Khalaf
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Risks of Stating the Target Language 
at the Beginning

1 Misalignment with Context

By stating the target language 

without considering the context, 

learners may struggle to connect and 

apply the language in real-life 

situations.

2 Limited Engagement

Starting with the target language 

without engaging learners' curiosity 

about its purpose can dampen their 

enthusiasm and motivation to learn.

3 Missed Opportunities for Discovery

By skipping the exploratory phase, learners may miss chances to notice patterns and 

develop a deeper understanding of the language.
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Risks of Assuming 
Knowledge and Entering 
Class Underprepared

Entering the class without revisiting 

the target language puts teachers at 

risk of being underprepared to 

address potential questions or doubts 

from learners.

Importance of Giving 
Students Feedback to 
Practice Tasks

Providing feedback on practice tasks 

allows students to reflect on their 

performance and make necessary 

adjustments, enhancing their 

learning experience.

Dangers of Asking Students 
to Explain Their 
Understanding of Target 
Language

Relying solely on student 

explanations can lead to 

misconceptions and reinforce 

incorrect language use, hindering 

progress in language learning.
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1Starting with Form

Focusing primarily on the form of the target 

language before introducing its meaning or 

uses can result in a lack of understanding and 

context.
2 No Focus on Pronunciation

Neglecting pronunciation may hinder learners' 

ability to communicate effectively and be 

understood in real-life situations.

3Importance of Meaning and Uses

Beginning with the meaning and uses of the 

target language enables learners to grasp its 

practical application and relevance, enhancing 

motivation.
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The Significance of 
Emphasizing Pronunciation in 
Language Learning

Enhanced Communication

Increased Comprehensibility

Cultural Understanding

Boosted Confidence
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Continuous Professional Development

Invest in your own growth as an educator by attending 

workshops, collaborating with colleagues, and staying 

updated on best practices. Join one of our courses.

Celebrate Achievements

Acknowledge your students' progress and successes, 

fostering a positive and motivating learning environment.
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TEFLism Courses
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